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February 14. 1985

Washington DC

A LOOK AT THE LION'S SHARE. Approximately $942 million was obligated for the 15th
Congressional District during calendar year 1984. That's right.

About $942 million.

After a moment's hesitation. the impact of that figure comes into focus.

From where

did this money originate? It represents the 1984 total on federal grants. loans and
I.payments to individuals in that part of the Valley and South Texas which is the 15th
I,Congressional District.
Before the budget battle turns into a war. I want to report to all my constituents about just exactly what our area is entitled to receive through federal departments and agencies. This information comes to me--as a Member ofCongress--through
,our House Committee on Administration which operates an impressive computer. system
collecting and interpreting this kind of data.
Over $350 million was ear-marked to county and city governmental entities. and
,to individuals. by the Department of Health and Human Services for 1984. The majority of that figure, however, represents social security payments to individuals including supplemental security income assistance. The balance of the $350 million
financed activities of such agencies as the Food and Drug Administration and the
Public Health Service. The Health Care Financing Administration. an agency of the
Department of Health and Human Services. received $40 million for its medicare and
medicaid programs and this brings the total amount under the Health and Human services
umbrella to about $400 million for our area.
Some $88 million was targeted primarily for grants or loans to city. county, and
other community based organizations in our area under the auspices of the Department
of Housing and Urban Development. the Department of Labor and the Economic Development
Administration. Although other federal entities distributed some of this $88 million.
HUD. DOL and EDA managed most of the money in the form of urban development action
grants. community development block grants. job training and placement activities.
and orants and loans for community development and business start-uD under EDA proQrams
Such funds are often accompanied by financial commitments from the private sector.
The U S Department of Agriculture accounted for nearly $116 million in obligated
monies for our area.

Food assistance programs. farm support efforts--as well as funds

to continue our research work at the biological control center in Mission and the USDA
research station in Weslaco--benefitted from some of these funds.

USDA has an im-

pressive presence in our part of Texas. The Farmers Home Administration reported
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about $27 million in funds that found their way into our area for the building of
water systems and waste management, home construction and rural business development.
The Small Business Administration channeled about $36 million to the Valley
and South Texas in the form of disaster loans after the 1983 freeze and regular loans
to small businesses to help them expand and in some cases, stay afloat.
The Veterans Administration sent about $28 mill ion--chiefly in the form of retirement payments to our veterans for their past service, and of course for disabilities incurred in the defense of the nation.

About $50 million came from the Depart-

ment of Defense for contract awards for defense projects that originate in South
Texas--particularly in the Corpus Christi and San Antonio areas,affecting us periphera 11y.
Because of recent disasters--most notably the 1983 Christmas freeze--the Federal
Emergency Management Agency committed about $156 million in disaster relief money to
help businesses and homeowners repair damaged property, and for physical damage
clean up and repair.
All in all, it's a lion's share to be sure. The current Administration wants to
cut some of this away from our area, and to hold the line on spending we will possibl
have to incur our fair share of reductions. But I wanted my constituents, who are
my friends. neighbors and acquaintances, to understand that the federal government
has not been entirely the scrooge--we have not been overlooked. As I have said befor ,
I will urge that we cut with a scalpel and not butcher the budget with an ax. We
must be responsible in our budget cut backs just as we must maintain wisdom in the
way in which·we spend our taxpayer dollars.
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THE NRECA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD. At the opening session of the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association's 43rd annual meeting in New Orleans, NRECA President Guy Lewis Jr presented me with the association's Distinguished Service Award.
It was a plaque which in part read "persistent concern for rural America and its
people, and in particular ... his valued support of their self help efforts in cooperative rural electrification."
This award dates back to 1943 when NRECA held its first annual meeting. 1
accepted the association's award with great humility because I will keep company
with former Presidents Roosevelt and Truman, former Vice President Hubert Humphrey,
and our own native son, former Speaker of the U S House Sam Rayburn--all of whom
received this award. After the award presentation, I made a speech to the 10.000
assembled NRECA members in the New Orleans Convention Center.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR'S. The Chinese calendar has continually fascinated me. It changes
with the moon: This year, the Chinese calendar turns over a new leaf on February
20--with the evening of February 19th as a night of new year's eve celebrations.
The festivities will contin~e for a full week.
The new year for the Chinese will be number 4,683. Although the Chinese use
our Western calendar for business and political purposes, they have been keeping
continuous calendar records for almost 2,700 years longer than Western man: The
symbol for this year's Chinese calendar? It's the Year of the Ox--slow byt steady,
and sure of foot.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS. Hon Leodoro Martinez Jr. Judge of La Salle County.
Han Sid Williams, Judge of Frio County. Roberto Gutierrez and Alton Barker of
t~cA llen.
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